
NEXUS 1 finds a new life in Urambi Village

		

The	hardwood	and	concrete	sculpture	named	NEXUS	1	was	created	in	1991	by	the	sculptor	ANTOON	

MEERMAN.	

His	curriculum	vitae	at	the	Cme	revealed	that	he	was	about	40	years	old	with	credenCals	in	cabinet	making,	

teaching,	set	design	and	construcCon	work	at	the	New	Parliament	House.	

Our	efforts	to	find	Antoon	and	his	history	since	1991	have	been	unproducCve	to	date.	

NEXUS	1	was	on	show	at	the	Contemporary	Outdoor	Furniture	ExhibiCon	in	the	gardens	of	the	

Cuppacumbalong	CraP	Centre	when	purchased	by	Sue	Boyd	in	April	1991	for	$2700.	

The	word	‘nexus’	means	‘connected’.	A	Canberra	Times	arCcle	by	Amanda	Uhllmann	at	the	Cme	said:	

‘NEXUS	1	is	a	bench	chair	made	of	recycled	wood	and	concrete.	This	seat	fans	out	on	three	sides	from	a	
pyramid-type	centrepiece.	Here	is	a	chair	for	self-@me,	for	siBng	quietly	and	contempla@ng.’	

Sue	was	then	the	owner	and	occupant	of	House	61	.	

Antoon	installed	her	new	art	piece	on	brick	paving	to	the	south	of	House	61	where	Sue	would	pass	it	daily,	

and	others	could	see	it	from	the	common	path	to	the	C	leYer	boxes.	

Sue	and	Alastair	Swayn	had	earlier	purchased	House	40	jointly,	but	Sue	later	bought	Alastair	out	and	

became	the	sole	owner.	Neither	of	them	actually	lived	there.	

So	when	Sue	later	sold	House	61,	she	moved	the	sculpture	to	her	other	house,	on	the	golf	course/north	

side.	

In	2008	Margaret	Gosling	purchased	House	40,	and	with	it	NEXUS	1.	

Prompted	by	Alastair	Swayn’s	offer	in	2016	to	donate	a	play	sculpture	to	Urambi	Village,	the	idea	arose	of	

moving	NEXUS	1	to	a	common	area.	



A	problem	was	that	the	15	wooden	seat	rails	needed	replacement,	no	easy	task	because	of	the	complexity	

of	the	structure.	

Sue	Boyd	offered	to	meet	the	significant	cost	of	refurbishment.	

Margaret	Gosling,	the	ExecuCve	CommiYee	and	residents	agreed	to	the	re-locaCon,	and	Ron	Parker	took	on	

the	daunCng	task	of	refurbishment.	

Ron	Parker	was	Urambi’s	resourceful	Handyman	for	over	six	years	unCl	recently.	His	role	was	key	to	the	new	

life	for	NEXUS	1.	

Ron	needed	to	dis-assemble	the	sculpture	so	he	could	use	the	resources	of	his	workshop	to	replicate	the	

seat	rails	with	unique	geometry,	using	new	spoYed	gum	wood.	

The	sculpture	weighs	several	hundred	kilograms	because	of	the	four	cast	concrete	secCons.	When	extra	

manpower	was	needed	at	every	move,	the	ExecuCve	CommiYee	helped.	

Ron	arranged	the	logisCcs	of	the	move	from	House	40	to	the	common	area	north	of	car	park	D,	adjacent	to	

the	spine	path.	

There	it	was	installed	on	24	October	2018,	to	be	enjoyed	in	future	by	young	and	old,	thanks	to	the	above	

contributors.	
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